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The Next Issue
The next issue of the “UCH” will be dated April, 2016.

Announcements of events in April or early May, 2016, or
articles for the April issue should be in our office by
March 10. Thank you for your consideration.
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Gathering to sing carols is always a highlight of the Christmas recital. This year was no
exception, as the AUUC Vancouver School of Dance drew a large audience of family, friends
and supporters to the Ukrainian Cultural Centre on the afternoon of December 13. A report
with photographs appears on Page 6.

Christmas Recital at Vancuver AUUC
— Photo: Dan Fung

Where Have All the
Experts Gone?

The United States has a
serious problem: Russia’s glo-
bal importance is growing, but
the US understanding of Rus-
sia is so low as to become a
critical national security risk.
The US does not have enough
knowledge to anticipate Rus-
sian actions; nor does it have
the ability to gather the infor-
mation it needs.

Once upon a time, particu-
larly during the Cold War, the
Sovietologists were every-
where, right up to the top lev-
els of decision making. Now
the Russian specialists are far
more junior, without much in-
fluence on policy making.

After September 11, 2001,
the concentration has moved
to the Middle East, leaving the
quality of Eurasian analysis
“shallower”.

According to an article by
Karoun Demirjian of The
Washington Post, the number
of troops and support person-
nel devoted to studying and
responding to threats from the
Kremlin has decreased.

In the United States, among
the signs of neglect leading to
a shortage of Russia special-
ists is lack of funding for uni-

versity foreign language pro-
grams, reduced funding for
cultural exchange programs
with former Soviet states, and
“evisceration of a grant pro-
gram for advanced study on
Russia and its neighbors”.

American security commu-
nity members excuse their ig-
norance by noting that Russia
is a hard target: electronically
sophisticated, with good op-
erational security, and a very
small circle of decision mak-
ers.

Private sector experts sug-
gest that the problem is not
gathering information, but
analysing available informa-
tion for valid conclusions.No-Fly List Concerns

No-Fly lists seem to be cre-
ating increasing concern, and
some of the problems are re-
ally incomprehensible.

Among the strangest cases
are infants in arms and young
children who are treated as
security threats because of
their names. an example is
Syed Adam Ahmed.

Adam is six years old and
Canadians born, and each
time he travels he runs into
problems at security. He has
had this problem since he was
born.

Other children in Adam’s
family have also had prob-
lems, including a cousin who
is now 15,  and another cousin,
Mustafa, who was 11 months
old the first time.

Another example is Naseer
Muhammad Ali, who had his
diaper patted down at ten
months old at a Jamaican air-
port en route to Toronto. His
family is not allowed to check
in on-line, or pick seats in ad-
vance.

The United States appar-
ently has a system for taking
wrongly identified people of
their no-fly list, but Canada
does not appear to have such
an option. Passage of Bill C-
51 by the Harper government
made more difficult appealing
one’s  listing on Canada’s Pas-
senger Protection Program
list (another example of the
former government’s double-
speak).

Officials of the current Ca-
nadian government have indi-
cated  that minors need not be
treated as security risk sus-
pects

Not quite as strange, but no
less concerning is the seem-
ing increase in travel bans on
Muslims in the United King-
dom. In a recent case, a fam-
ily group of 11 people was
denied travel to visit Disney-
land. On December 17, Ajmal
Masroor was told that his
business visa, on which he had
travelled earlier, was revoked.

The frequency with which
British Muslims have been
refused travel to the USA
may have increased after
Donald Trump proposed a
temporary ban on admission of
Musl ims. There is some
thought that  Mr. Trump’s pro-
posal, though publicly rejected
may be being quietly and un-
officially implemented.

Authorities seldom provide
reasons for travel bans.

The Muslim Council of Brit-
ain spoke to the distress
caused to Muslims by last
minute denial of boarding
privileges.

The National Council for
Canadian Muslims has also
taken up the cause, following
the experiences of Adam’s
family.

The organization has re-
quested the people who have
been unfairly targeted or listed
to fill out an incident report
form. Seven adults are re-
ported to have contacted the
NCCM in 2015. The Council
has requested an audience
with Minister of Public Safety
Ralph Goodale to discuss this
and other issues.

Mr. Goodale has said that
his department was examin-
ing possible changes to the
Secure Air Travel Regula-
tions, and that the Passenger
Protection Program would be
part of “broad public consul-
tations on Canada’s overall
security framework”.

It is unknown when the gov-
ernment might bring in  pro-
posals to change these laws.

Death in Iraq
A United Nations report is-

sued on January 19 says that
civilian deaths have increased
sharply in Iraq since Da’esh
occupied large areas of the
country in the summer of
2014.

Between the start of 2014
and October 31, 2015, at least
18,802 civilians have been
killed, with another 36,245
wounded.

While the numbers are
lower that those recorded dur-
ing the previous war (34,000
civilians were killed in 2006),
they are higher than in the
years of relative stability (in
2011, the year with fewest ci-
vilian deaths, fewer that 2,800
were killed).

The UN report also docu-
ments human rights abuses,
such as conscription of 3,500
people into slavery.
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Current Eclectic

In the January, 2016, issue
of the Ukrainian Canadian
Herald, in the front-page ar-
ticle on the record profit lev-
els of Canada’s largest banks,
we stated, “The ‘UCH’ dares
to predict that, in 2016, the
banks will once again do bet-
ter than the year before, and
we’ll all pay more to make it
happen.”

Within days of sending that
issue of the paper to the print
shop, we received notice from
one of the banks with which
we deal that several fees
were being increased.

While we would love to
claim that we are prescient,
the sad fact is that no special
power is needed to foresee
this action by a bank on the
heels of record profits. All that
is required is a look at the his-
torical record.

Without resorting to extra-
sensory perception or other
superpower, we have no hesi-
tation in predicting that banks
which have not already done
so will soon be announcing
fee increases. We expect
other profit-boosting meas-
ures as well.

Bank Prediction Confirmed

Employment in Canada
Once again it sounds good,

and once again it hides grow-
ing impoverishment of Cana-
da’s working people. It is the
employment report for De-
cember, 2015, released on
January 8, 2016.

The leading sentence is,
“Employment edged up 23,00
(+0.1%) in December and the
unemploymen t ra t e was
7.1%, unchanged from the
previous month.”

On previous occasions
when we looked at this report,
it would continue with infor-
mation about changes in per-
manent employment, tempo-
rary employment and self-
employment. This time, that
specific information was not

clearly given. Instead the re-
port spoke about annual re-
sults, and other results, often
without giving the numbers.

A bit of additional hunting,
however, produced the num-
bers. The reality is that in the
month of December the
economy lost 6400 full time
job, and gained 29,200 part
time jobs. Of these part time
jobs, 29,000 went to workers
55 or more years old.

The number of employees
fell by 17,500 in that month,
while the number of self- em-
ployed rose by 40,300.

Business pages in the com-
mercial media were mostly
satisfied to report the addition
of 22,800 jobs. See, for exam-

ple Lisa Write’s article in the
Toronto Star on January 9.

The report released on
January 8 also reviewed the
employment  results for 2015,
compared to 2014.

The report showed that the
labour force grew by 268,300
in the year, but employment
grew only by 158,100. The
number of unemployed, there-
fore, rose by 110,200.

Only the older workers (55
and up) gained employment in
2015, with 220,000 more jobs
of all kinds

Young workers, ages 15 to
24, suffered disastrous job
losses  down by 48,000 jobs of
all kinds.  Their official unem-
ployment rate in December,
2015, was 13.0%, as many of
the young people have given
up looking for work. (This is
called a lower participation
rate, and represents the de-
moralization of young people,
who see little hope for a posi-
tive future.)

Celebration of
Canada

Cancelled
It was a grand idea, but or-

ganizers of the Canada 150
Give Back project have throw
in the towel. Organizers of the
project, including corporate
and polit ical leaders an-
nounced in January that Cana-
da’s poor economy made the
project’s vision unattainable.

The announcement was
made by Maple Leaf Strate-
gies representative Phil von
Finckenstein. Maple Leaf
Strategies thought up the idea
some two years earlier.

The decision to cancel was
reached when decisions had
to be made about investing in
infrastructure to support the
growing campaign.

Mr. Von Fincklenstein rec-
ognized that the withdrawal
of corporate Canada did not
spell  the end of Canada’s cel-
ebration of its sesquicen-
tennial in 2017. “Great, amaz-
ing Canadians and a lot of cool
stuff that’s underway” would
carry on, and the federal gov-
ernment would probably put
on a “pretty good program”.

All we know is that the
Association of United Ukrain-
ian Canadians is laying plans
for a celebration.

Volatility Indeed!
On January 20, Bank of

Canada Governor Stephen
Poloz announced that the bank
rate would be kept steady at
0.5%. At the same time, he
said that Canada’s economic
prospects had declined since
October, ad might not recover
before the end of 2017.

Commodity prices, includ-
ing oil had been declining
since October, as had the Ca-
nadian dollar’s value against
the American dollar, which
reached a 13-year low. On
the day of the announcement,
the Toronto Stock Exchange
benchmark index dropped
again, to almost 9% below its
level at the start of the year,
and oil prices fell by another
4%.

Markets in New York, Eu-
rope and Asia were also down.

On paper, at least, many
millionaires were taking a
bath.

The bright spot that day was
that the Canadian dollar, down
16% over the previous 12
months, was up by a third of
a cent, the first time this year
its value had increased.

The Bank of Canada fore-
saw a decline in the growth
rate of Canada’s economy in
2016, base on an expectation
that the economy had stalled

in the last quarter of 2015, and
a further slowdown in 2017.

Mr. Poloz appeared to take
heart from glimmers of posi-
tive economic news, such as
a slight increase in some non-
energy exports, and margin-
ally higher rise in manufactur-
ers’ sales.

Many private-sector econ-
omists, like Doug Porter of
the Bank of Montreal, think
that Mr. Poloz is being too
optimistic. They expect that a
rate drop will be needed in a
few months.

In his comments, Mr. Poloz
noted that the federal govern-
ment’s budget could have an
important impact on the rate
of recovery.

As business reporter Sunny
Freemen wrote in the Toronto
Star on January 21, however,
we appear to be in an era of
volatility. Both the Canadian
dollar and the price of oil rose
that day, and the price of cau-
liflower in Canadian super-
markets dropped substantially
on January 20.

At the same time, the week
was marked by news of job
cuts at the Toronto Star, in
the Postmedia empire, Cana-
dian Pacific Railway and in
other sectors.

At the World Economic Forum
In January, the World Eco-

nomic Forum met in Davos,
Switzerland. Among the top-
ics discussed was a report
which predicted that there will
be more plastic by weight than
fish in the world’s oceans by
2015.

In the past 50 years, the use
of plastics has increased 20
fold, and it is expected to dou-
ble in the next 20 years. About
a third of all the plastic which
is produced escapes collection

systems, ending up polluting
the oceans, where it is in-
gested by birds or fish or
causes the wildlife injury in
some other way.

Plastic production uses 6%
of oil consumption in the
world, and is expected to
reach 20% by 2050. This in-
crease will be very significant
in the growth of mankind’s
carbon footprint, and efforts
to contain global warming.

Cur ren t ly the damage

cause by plastics in water sys-
tems causes losses of USD 13
billion annually to tourism,
shipping and fishing. It threat-
ens the food security of peo-
ple who depend on subsist-
ence fishing.

More than 70% of the plas-
tic which is produced ends up
in landfill or is lost into water-
ways or other parts of the
environment. More than half
of sea turtles have it in their
stomachs, as do almost all sea
birds.

The report suggests ways
that the growing problem of
plastic waste can be brought
under control.

Another report at the WEF
is less disquieting. A study of
60 countries using 24 catego-
ries, conducted by the U.S.
News and World Report, the
Wharton School of Business
at the University of Pennsyl-
vania, and BAV Consulting,
ranked Canada the world’s
second best country, behind
Germany.

The United Kingdom was
third, the USA was fourth, and
Sweden was fifth.

Those who produced it
think the study was worth-
while, but such studies are
largely meaningless. Feature
writer Jim Coyle, writing in
the Toronto Star on January
21, wrote about it somewhat
tongue-in-cheek. As a diver-
sion, the report is worth a
read.

Violation of Work Place Laws
An Ontario Ministry of La-

bour inspection blitz concen-
trating on precarious employ-
men t has found 78% of
work places to be in violation
of the Employment Standards
Act. While the study was
done in Ontario, there is no
reason to think that employ-
ers in other provinces behave
any better.

Nor is there any reason to
imagine that the work places
which were not inspected are
any better, or that they volun-
tarily cleaned up their act.

During the blitz, 47 $295
tickets were issued to em-
ployers with violations. In
most instances, in other words,
there was no penalty. Over
the years, those breaking the
law have cheated workers out
of far more than that puny
fine, which amounts to per-
mission to continue

The results were reported
in the Toronto Star on Janu-
ary 20 by work and wealth re-
porter Sara Mojtehedzadeh.

The Toronto Star has done
several investigative-journal-
ism studies in recent years,
revealing some very troubling
situations in such fields as
health, public housing and oth-
ers.

The Ministry of Labour in-
spected 304 locations around
the province. Some 238 were
found in violation of the law.
Violations included shoddy
record keeping, requiring em-
ployees to work excess hours,
and failing to give overtime,
public holiday and vacation
pay.

When caught in the blitz,
96% of companies voluntarily
rectified the problems. How-
ever, labour activists com-
mented on the widespread
rights violations in precarious
work places, suggesting that
such violations are becoming
the norm.

In the Greater Toronto area
and Hamilton, 52% of jobs are
considered to be precarious
employment

Possibly,
Probably,

Maybe
The UK Inquiry into the

poisoning of Alexander
Litvinenko in November, 2006,
headed by Sir Robert Owen,
has published its report. The
Inquiry found that, “When Mr
L u g o v o y p o i s o n e d M r
Litvinenko (as I have found
that he did), it is probable that

he did so under the direction
of the FSB. I would add that I
regard that as a strong prob-
ability.

“I have found that Mr
Kovtun also took part in the
poisoning; I conclude there-
fore that he was also acting
under FSB direction, possibly
i n d i r e c t l y t h r o u g h M r
Lugovoy but probably to his
knowledge.”

“9.215 Taking full account
of all the evidence and analy-

sis available to me, I find that
the FSB operation to kill Mr
Litvinenko was probably ap-
proved by Mr Patrushev and
also by President Putin.”

As is evident, the report is
careful in stating what is
known and what is guessed.
Others, including British poli-
ticians and the Ukrainian Ca-
nadian Congress National are
less circumspect, treating the
report as proof positive of
their anti-Putin assertions.
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Musings on Chance
All the excitement gener-

ated by Powerball in early
January, and the ultimate out-
come, must inevitably awaken
thoughts about chance.

 Chance can have spec-
tacular consequences, such as
the  slow evolution of life into
the variety and complexity we
see today; it can also have
s u c h s p e c t a c u l a r c o n -
sequences as a tsunami which
devastates a region, with huge
loss of life. Most often, of
course, it will have much less
spectacular, and even (per-
haps most often) insignificant
results.

There may be an objection
from some quarter that one or
the other, or perhaps both, of
the extreme examples cited
above are not cases of chance
at all. Both evolution of spe-
cies and tidal waves, after all,
are governed by natural laws,
and the difficulty in predicting
them is with our lack of infor-
mation. If we could gather
enough information, we could
make accurate predictions
about either of the two events.

That raises the first thorny
question: what is chance?

The answer that comes to
mind immediately is that eve-
ryone knows what chance is,
sort of, but nobody can define
it. This vague sense of chance
means that many people can
give synonyms and almost-
synonyms for chance: ran-
dom, accidental, unforeseen,
probability, luck, serendipity,
and so on.

Dictionaries will give the
synonyms, and often add ex-
amples. Synonyms, unfortu-
nately, even accompanied by
examples, may provide a
sense of greater understand-
ing, but they do not usually lead
to more precise knowledge.

In many sciences, in phi-
losophy, in mathematics, and
in many other areas of human
thought, there are formal defi-
nitions of chance. These defi-
nitions are formulated to
serve the purposes of the par-
ticular field of endeavour.

Sometimes, they have been
formulated to serve the pur-

poses of a particular practi-
tioner, particularly in the early
stages of such activities as
philosophy. Practitioners of a
particular activity will not ob-
ject to a definition, as long as
it is stated explicitly. They
may, however, comment on its
utility, and will certainly cri-
tique its application.

Statistics is a branch of
mathematics devoted to the
study of probability and its
application in both the hard
and soft sciences. Statistical
methods are now used in al-
most every area of human
activity.

In areas such as medicine,
education or political polling
for example, statistical mod-
els are constructed to estab-
lish the parameters for “ex-
pected” or “normal” results.
These lead to statements like,
“The result will be 9.8, plus or
minus 0.7, 19 times out of 20.”
If the answer in a particular
case happens to be 11 (or
something else too far from
9.8), the next step may be to
try to determine whether the
reason is purely chance or the
result of some significant in-
fluence.

In medicine, the significant
influence could be the emer-
gence of a more virulent strain
of cold virus, in education it
could be a change in teaching
environment, and in political
polling it could be silly utter-
ance while campaigning. Be-
cause chance can produce the
“unexpected” result, we can
not know with any certainty
whether to order more ASA,
give a teacher merit pay, or
call for a party leadership con-
vention until we probe deeper
to learn the real story.

The point about statistical
models is that they are all
about chance. Consequently,
they tell you, but they do not
tell you much, to borrow a
phrase, without additional in-
vestigation.

Chance appears in the
strangest places, like your car
tire. Inside that tire are a very
large number of molecules
bouncing around, bumping into

each other and into the tire
walls. Their bumping into the
tire walls in great numbers and
with a certain energy is what
keeps the tire inflated.

With so many molecules
whizzing around at random,
the situation is pretty stable.
There is, however, a very
small (but not zero) chance
that no molecules (or not
enough molecules) will hit the
tire wall or some part of it.
No, do not worry about it – a
chance that size is called neg-
ligible. That is the beauty of
large numbers.

On the other hand, there
are small numbers. Flip a coin
and bet on the result: heads or
tails. In the long run, it will be
heads about half the time and
tails about half the time. The
longer the run the more prob-
ably it will be about half and
half. However, many gam-
blers have lost heavily expect-
ing half and half in the short
run.

That is called bad luck, and
it arises because any particu-
lar toss can go either way.
With bad luck, you can end up
betting heads when the toss
will give a thousand tails in a
row – yes, with an honest coin.
Bet tails the next time and –
oops, there’s your heads. Bad
luck.

So, back to Powerball. Eve-
rybody knows that someone
will win it sooner or later. For
a long time, nobody does win,
and the jackpot goes to $1.5
billion. Food money and mort-
gage money and money for
the baby’s new shoes are used
to buy tickets. Millions of peo-
ple dream about becoming the
next billionaire.

And then, bad luck! All
those times with no winners,
and when somebody wins, it’s
not you. That’s a definite
downer.

If you’re a winner, it is still
bad luck! After all those times
with no winner, suddenly there
are three. Instead of a billion-
aire, you are only a multimil-
lionaire, and that’s a definite
downer.

Nobody will get sympathy
who complains about winning
“only” multi-millions. How-
ever, the gap between the
hope and the reality can leave
a bitter taste. Just imagine.

Yes, chance sure can be a
downer.

Policing Gone Awry
A young man on a bus has allowed all the passengers

to leave. Now he stands alone in the bus, knife in hand,
facing a lone policeman who has a gun in hand. The young
man seems indecisive, but he is not obeying the orders
barked by the policeman.

The policeman fires three times, hitting vital organs
and shattering the man’s spine. Then he fires six more
times, as he still fears for his life – at least, that is his
story, and he’s sticking to it.

At this writing, the jury is still out. Whatever their find-
ings, however, there is something wrong with that all-
too-common picture.

Why are so many people (mostly men) armed with a
pen, or pair of scissors, or a hammer, shot to death by
policemen, armed with guns, who fear for their lives?

Two possible sources of police violence come to mind
in considering these lethal confrontations. One is that
some policemen are truly afraid: afraid of people of col-
our, afraid of young people; afraid of people suffering
mental illness; afraid of anyone who is different or not
understood. The other is that, armed and in uniform, some
policemen can not abide anything but immediate and to-
tal subservience, interpreting it as a dangerous challenge.

For an officer who has utterly disabled another person
to fire six more times out of fear represents an irration-
ality more suited to horror movies in which the villain or
the monster comes back to life in full vigour after a thor-
ough thrashing, even dismemberment.

It is scandalous that other police officers give sworn
testimony that can be nothing but fabrications to support
their colleague who has killed someone.

There is reason to think that part of the problem is
with the training police officers receive, which may over-
stress staying safe without providing confidence-build-
ing tools. Part of the problem may be a them-against-us
culture in policing which makes all civilians appear as
potential threats and considers backing ones fellow of-
ficer the supreme virtue. Part of the problem may be
racism. And part of the problem may be that some re-
cruits just like to be part of the biggest, toughest motor-
cycle gang in town.

Experience in some other parts of the world (London,
England comes to mind) shows that there are other pos-
sible and effective methods of policing, with better out-
comes for everyone. In a society where Dirty Harry is a
hero, where the “good guys” in television shows behave
just like the “bad guys”, and the world is full of zombies
are less violent and more compassionate approaches to
policing probable?
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125th Ukrainian Canadian Anniversary
The first Ukrainian wave of Ukrainian settlement in Canada started in 1891, 125 years ago. As part of the

commemoration of this event, which we pinpoint as September 7, 1891, the Ukrainian Canadian Herald will
publish an 8-instalment series of articles this year, discussing aspects of the Ukrainian Canadian experience. In
this issue, we discuss the context into which the Ukrainian immigrants came, including the displacement and
colonization of First Nations, well advanced, but far from completed by 1891. The article is by Glenn Michalchuk.

Ukrainian immigration
and the denial of First Na-
tions

By the title our readers may
be thinking – what does all this
have to do with celebrating
the arrival of the first wave
of immigrants? After all, those
first immigrants were leaving
their country because of hard-
ship and came here with little
knowledge about the Cana-
dian prairies. They laid the
groundwork for a large, vi-
brant Ukrainian Canadian
community which participated
and contributed to the politi-
cal, economic, social and cul-
tural life of Canada. It gave
rise to progressive organiza-
tions and in turn suffered per-
secution.

The commemoration of his-
torical events can be just that
– marking a point in time
whether it is a day, a month
or a year. However, a com-
memoration can also be much
more. It can be an examina-
tion of circumstances, both
then and now, and in doing so
it can be important to shaping
identity. Thus, a commemora-
tion can be transformative,
leading to new understanding
and even rejuvenation.

The first wave of Ukrain-
ian immigration (along with
many other nationalities) was
destined for the west, which
was just being incorporated
i n t o t h e n e w n a t i o n o f

Canada. Immigration was the
tool by which the west was
settled and populated, bring-
ing new territories under the
control of the Canadian state
established in 1867.

There are two things to look
at when considering the pe-
riod of the first  wave of
Ukrainian immigrants. The
first, as was done in the first
article of this series, is to take
into account the social and
economic conditions in Ukr-
aine and Canada which drove
and facilitated the movement
of Ukrainians from their na-
tive homeland to their new
country, Canada. The second,
is to take into account what
has been an unresolved part
of Canadian history – the op-
pression by the Canadian state
of First Nations.

It is this important point
which is to be discussed in this
article.

A commemoration of Ukr-
ainian immigration to Canada
would not be complete, nor do
justice to history (and the
present), if it did not acknowl-
edge the role immigration
played in the formation of the
modern Canadian state – a
state formed on the basis of
excluding the aboriginal peo-
ples and their Nations. By
excluding First Nations, the
stage was set for the massive
abuse and degradation which
followed and their being shut
out of the power structures

governing Canada.
Lindy Ledohowski, in an

essay titled “The Aboriginal
Ukrainian” (published in Re-
Imagining Ukrainian Cana-
dians/History, Politics,
Identity, edited by Rhonda L.
Hinther and Jim Mochoruk),
observes the following about
modern Ukrainian Canadian
prairie writers:

“Suknaski’s poetry ac-
knowledges this strange dou-
ble bind facing the Ukrainian
Canadian of the Prairies. His
1976 collection Wood Moun-
tain Poems is both profoundly
regional in its focus and pro-
foundly concerned with is-
sues of multiculturalism, not
the least of which being how
to honour one’s own ethnic
heritage while recognizing the
role one’s forebears played in
displacing and marginalizing
Canada’s First Nations under
a colonial power structure.”
(Page 90.)

While it is an observation
about Ukrainian Canadian lit-
erature, it also speaks to the
broader nature of Ukraine
Canadian identity as influ-
enced by this history.

Grist for the Mill

Following Confederation in
1867, the newly minted Cana-
dian state was part of the
British Empire’s project for
growth. Canada, as a new
country within the British
Empire, fit the bill with indus-
tries from farming to forestry
to manufacturing. The lands
to the west of the new Con-
federation were now sought
after as part of this growth.

The First Nations of the
Prairies and the immigrants
were to be grist for its mill.

The forces at work in the
displacement and marginal-
ization of First Nations were
also responsible for searching
out the immigrants from Eu-
rope to occupy the land. It
was to be a nation-building
project not of equals but on
colonial terms. Canada had
gained nationhood in 1867, but
the power structures of its
colonial past continued. The
power structure that led to
Confederation emerged out of
British and French colonial-
ism.

In his political analysis of
early Canadian history, Un-
e q u a l U n i o n , S t a n l e y
Ryerson quotes the following
from an article by Alfred
Dubuc:

“The Canadian state was to
be a bourgeois and capitalist
state; through their lobbies the
great financial institutions and
the great industrial enterprises

would dominate the political
parties as much as the vari-
ous ministries.… Confedera-
tion, in the form it took, was
made possible through the
domination of the financial
and commercial upper middle
class over the lower middle
class.

“The privileged sector was
to be that of the railroads. It
was precisely the interests of
the groups associated with the
railroads which inspired Con-
federation.”

The first among the privi-
leged sector was to be the
Canadian Pacific Railway. It
was to be the main instrument
for the physical expansion
westward of the Canadian
state. The CPR became the
largest land and settlement
agency. I t was privately
owned, and it  was given
power, authority, funding and
enormous land grants in the
west by Parliament.

The unequal union that was
eastern Canada was now
poised to move west. In its
path stood the Red River set-
tlement and the First Nations
of the prairies.

The First Wave of Ukr-
ainian Settlement

The first Ukrainian immi-
grants made their way to the
Prairies by 1891. By that time
the plains had been pacified
and a region dominated by
First Nations was a thing of
the past.

At the beginning of the
1870s, First Nations still pre-
sented a sufficiently powerful
military force to threaten co-
lonial expansion. First Nations
in the western interior num-
bered between 25,000 and
35,000 and there were an-
other 10,000 Métis. Mean-
while, there were fewer than
2,000 Europeans and Canadi-
ans.

The pace of change was to
be swift and all encompass-
ing. The Red River Settlement
had been accepted into Con-
federation in 1870, when the
province of Manitoba was

created. The North-West
Mounted Police was formed
in 1873, and began to exert
Federal control on the prai-
ries.

Beginning in 1871, a series
of treaties completed the ne-
gotiations between First Na-
tions of the plains and the Fed-
eral Government. By Septem-
ber, 1877, Treaty Number 7,
the final treaty with First Na-
tions on the plains, was in
place.

The Indian Act was pro-
claimed in 1876, and gave the
Federal Government control
over every aspect of aborigi-
nal life – economic, political,
cultural and religious. The fi-
nal act was the defeat of the
Northwest Rebellion in 1885,
which was saw the use of the
recently completed CPR to
transport troops to the battle-
field.

T h e s e e v e n t s s e t t h e
course for First Nations until
the most recent period. By the
1880s the Canadian state had
ensured that First Nations
would have no place as equal
partners as Canada moved
forward.

Into these lands would now
be needed the reserves of im-
migrants. The first wave of
Ukrainians left regions that
were just beginning the proc-
ess of forming the Ukraine
nation out of the old empires
of Europe.

It is an irony of history that,
as the conditions were devel-
oping to create the modern
nation of Ukraine, the first
wave of Ukrainian immigrants
were coming to the lands of
the now displaced First Na-
tions.

The Colonization Project

With the First Nations
forced on to reserves, the
colonization of their traditional
lands in the west began in ear-
nest. Railways were to facili-
tate this through the privilege
given to them to purchase land
for every mile of track laid.

Even before the completion
of the CPR, the Federal gov-
ernment was establishing
colonization railways. The
first such colonization railway
was the Manitoba Southwest-
ern Colonization Railway
which was charted in 1879. It
was authorized to construct a
line from Winnipeg southwest-
erly to a point near the west-
ern boundary of Manitoba. It

(Continued on Page 12.)

Canadian Pacific lands in Manitoba and Saskatchewan.
Within the shaded areas the railway owned the odd num-
bered sections. (Building the Canadian West, James B.
Hedges)

Canadian Pacific lands in western Saskatchewan and
Northern Alberta. Within the shaded areas the railway owned
the odd numbered sections or 19 million acres. It contained
some of the best agricultural land in Canada. (Building the
Canadian West, James B. Hedges)

The numbered treaties of western Canada (The Canadian
Prairies/A History, Gerald Friesen)
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It was
rewarding....
Behind the scenes of the

AUUC School of Dance’s
2015 Winter recital, long be-
fore the concert itself began,
preparations were in full
swing. The excitement was

Christmas Recital by AUUC
Vancouver School

Introduction
Dance recitals take dedication and planning – and a level of enthusiasm and collabora-

tion that continues to inspire me as I work with instructors, dancers and parents, and all
those who offer technical support during concerts. I am eager to offer you, the reader,
differing perspectives on our recent Christmas Recital.  I hope you enjoy it!

– Laurel Lawry
Laurel Lawry is Artistic Director of AUUC Vancouver School of Dance.

Preschool dancers Zaychyky performed “Pidpenky Tanok”.
As usual, the youngest ones stole the show.

Beverly Dobrinsky of the Barvinok Choir led the young-
sters in song.

Contemporary dancers performed “Sculpturesque”.

The Veselka Dancers performed a broom dance, sweep-
ing their way into the hearts of the audience.

The Druzhba Dancers performed the tambourine dance, a
very popular part of their repertoire.

The Vancouver AUUC School of Dance held its Christmas Recital for 2015 at the Ukrainian
Cultural Centre on the afternoon of Sunday, December 13.

palpable from performers and
parents alike as they rushed
to make sure that no final
touches were forgotten –
belts were pinned on, hair was
put back, and dances were run
to make sure no one forgot
the steps. As me as a teacher,
it was wonderful to see the
concentration and excitement

The Druzhba Dancers performed Dzhyhunets. Particularly
in recent years, the quality of perrformance in the dance
school has been very high.

— Story photos: Dan Fung

The Zirka Dancers performed a “Kozachok”, a lively and
very popular dance.

The Bilka Dancers were a hit with their girls’ polka.

on the face of each and every
child, even the preschool class
– a sign that they were all dedi-
cated to making this the best
performance possible.

Once all the dancers had
made it to the wings and the
concert had begun, the back-
stage area became a flurry of
movement. Costumes were
changed, performers moved
on and off the stage, and stu-
dents tried to catch a glimpse
of the performances they had
never seen before.

Some of the show’s high-
lights included the Zaychyky’s
mushroom dance, in which
many children performed for
the very first time; multiple
song performances from stu-
dents in addition to their
dances; and a finale in which
all the students got together
and sang “We Wish You a
Merry Christmas”.

Af ter the concer t , the
guests moved downstairs to
eat and sing Christmas carols,
and the children were visited
by Dyid Moroz (Grandfather
Frost).

At the end of the night, the
dancers left with full stom-
achs, new toys, and a sense
of pride at what they had ac-
complished throughout the
day. It was rewarding to know
that the kids had had fun, that
they had ended the day with
a love of performing and of
Ukrainian dance, and that they
were excited to return to class
in the new year.

— Tatyana Beck
( Ta t y a n a B e c k i s a

Dovbush Dancer and a
dance teacher.)

The applause
is deafening....

Though there is no snow on
(Continued on Page 7.)
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the ground despite it being
December, it is still cold.
However, this does not deter
the people who have business
in the Ukrainian Hall. Up the
stairs and through the doors,
give up your ticket and take
up your seat.

It is warm in the Hall, and
filled with a quiet sort of loud-
ness found in places where
many people gather in antici-
pation. All the chairs in the
Hall face the stage, which is
hidden behind great red cur-
tains.

After some time and once
most of the seats are filled,
music finally arrives, swelling
and smothering the chatter;
the concert has begun.

Through the doors they
come, small and nervous be-
side their tall and proud teach-

(Continued from Page 6.)

Christmas Recital
ers, dressed in bright cos-
tumes. The audience twists in
their seats to watch as they
march down the aisle, the
smallest performers in front,
followed by the older and
taller performers.

Once they have all filed by,
a hush takes over and the MC
for the night steps out from the
wings of the stage. With pa-
per and microphone in hand he
goes about welcoming every-
one to the Hall, and thanking
those that had helped prepare
everything needed to pull off
the performance.

Once the MC finishes
speaking the curtains open,
music starts once again, and
out come the first performers,
the youngest, along with their
t e a c h e r s t o g u i d e t h e m
through the steps. The audi-
ence chuckles and laughs and

Loving teachers who are dedicated to passing their knowl-
edge on to the next generation, so to speak, are the heart of
the dance program.

reaches for their cameras as
that night’s tiniest performers
dance about the stage, setting
the mood for the rest of the
concert.

As the night goes on the
performers grow in age, do-
ing more complicated and
difficult dances, each one
practised all year long. Some
dancers dance contemporary
instead of folk, and some per-
formers aren’t there to dance,
but to play their instruments
and sing.

Each break is full of excited
chatter at all they have seen
and all that they hoped to see
later in the evening.

Now the eldest dancers
perform, awing the audience
with their smiles and skilful
movements.

Eventually the curtains
close and open one last time,
to reveal the full cast of per-
formers, all proud and beam-
ing, who take their final bow
of the night and run off to the
wings.

The applause is deafening,
but is soon drowned out by the
cacophony of voices that rise
from the audience with delight
and wonder at the concert’s
entertainment.

And so the people who
were once an audience get up
to leave, but not to brave the
frigid air outdoors – not yet –
but to go down into the Hall
for the feast that will truly
mark the end of the festivities.

—  Cohen Parasiuk
(Cohen Parasiuk is a

Dovbush Dancer and School
of Dance alumnus.)

Edmonton Seniors Mark Christmas
A SHEAF OF WHEAT BINDS ALL

Edmonton birthday cel-
ebrants – Eva   Doskoch,  
Victor Horon, Rose Keryliuk
and William Uhryn – were
the  honourees for the month
of January.

A good party was had by
all except our dear Victor
Horon, who was unable to at-
tend due to his mighty nega-
tive flu shot reaction and com-
plications, a severe case of
shingles, and the death from
an aneurysm on January 17 of
his brother Peter Horon.

As the guests arrived they
were greeted with tapes of 

traditional Ukrainian Christ-
mas music and  camaraderie!

In keeping with the pagan 
Ukrainian Christmas, the evil
spirits were invited by Shirley
Uhryn to join the assembly or
forever leave those in  attend-
ance with peace  and  good-
ness in the New Year!  None
came! 

Anne Husar, wi th her
daughter Cherry Capowski,
brought in the sheaf of wheat
bound by a rushnyk (an em-
broidered  Ukrainian runner),
which they carefully placed
on the table of honour.

On the tips of each of the
heads of wheat were the spir-
its of our ancestors. A moment
of silence ensued when peo-
ple bowed their heads in  re-
membrance and praise of our
ancestors.  

William Uhryn, with his
daughter Tamara Cochrane,
reflected on what it means to
age like the coming of a day,
its sunrise and later its sunset.

Keeping the tradition, with
a  handful of wheat from the
farm days in Volyn, Alberta,
William Uhryn, in Ukrainian,
as an eighty-five-year-old
elder, asked for goodness and
bounty for all in attendance: a

cow with twins, a horse and
her colt, a large  family of rab-
bits, and a stork to fly over all 
the young in the gathering to
bring them twins.  

Paul Greene translated this 
greeting into English to the
delight of the audience, espe-
cially the stork’s blessings!

The meal to serve the au-
dience of more than fifty peo-
ple consisted of several   tra-
ditional dishes donated by
many of those in attendance:
ritual wheat kutya  (with
honey, poppy seed, walnuts
and apple) started our meal.

Appetizers included  pick-
led herring and pickled beets.

Entrees were juicy roasted
Pacific coast salmon with
lemon wedges; perohy of sau-
erkraut, onion and bacon bits,
and cottage cheese; nalys-
nyky in cream and dill sauce;
nachinka; then meat balls in
gravy and home made pel-
meni (perohy with a variety
of meats for the filling); as
well as pans of sour-leaved
cabbage ro l l s in tomato
sauce. Pans of  studenetz
also were  featured on the
banquet  table. 

Rites of Tradition: Wheat
“Centuries of peasant lives
in countless villages
on the fertile plains
in Eastern Europe
depended on good harvests of one staple grain-
wheat
sown and tended, harvested on small plots of land 
allowed  to each family 
by the landlord
other grains were planted 
in the limited spaces
rye, oats, barley, flax
these were also necessary
rye for hearty dark daily bread, 
flax for oil,   fibres for cloth, 
oats and barley to feed the few animals

but wheat
milled into white flour
was precious
coveted for special  occasions
white, light dough
shaped and woven into intricate shapes-

The   round kolach with glowing centre candle for  Christ-
mas Eve…

Easter Sunday morning
the family shares a  paska,
a light airy egg dough
round bread decorated with a symbolic cross
often having been blessed at midnight service, 
a Greek  Orthodox rite

the most elaborate round bread,
dove and greenery decorated
the traditional wedding  centrepiece
the korovai
all good  wishes for the new couple
all good wishes kneaded into the very rich dough
shaped pairs of doves on the glazed  crusty tops
amid sprigs of myrtle and periwinkle 
for love and  prosperity and fertility- 
in fields and family

the early pioneers of Canadian prairies 
brought with them these  traditions…
symbols of past generations…

— Lucy Antoniw, 2013
Edmonton, Alberta

For dessert th0ere  was
compote of stewed fruits as
well as a large variety of des-
sert sweet breads, a tray of
assorted fresh fruits, and
boxes of dark chocolates.

Our meal featured a vari-
ety of hearty breads made
from wheat.  There is no
longer anyone among us who
is  able to make the kolach for
this meal, let  alone have it
blessed by the local priest the
night before. However, our
meal featured slices highlight-
ing a wide  variety of nutri-
tious bread from wheat and
flax and nuts.  

William and his son served
wine and vodka to salute the
birthday celebrants and their
meal.

After the meal, Mike Uhryn
with his trusty accordion,
along with his brother William
and his sons, provided music
from Latin America, Ukraine
and England.

The tables were decorated
with place mats which con-
tained a writing by Lucy
Antoniw,  “Rites of Tradition:
Wheat”.  

— Shirley Uhryn
  

Peter Horon passed away
on January 17, surrounded by
his loving family.

Peter was born on Septem-
ber 16 1940, in the farming
district of New Kiew, north of
Lavoy AB, to Tom and Anne
Horon. He grew up on the
family farm and attended the
Krasne  district school.  Pe-
ter went on to graduate from
Two Hills High School.

Having completed a Uni-

versity Education degree, Pe-
ter was a teacher for 36
years, beginning in Innisfree
and then in Edmonton, where
he made his home with his
family. After retiring from
teaching, he continued with
full-time hobby farming there
until his passing.

In Edmonton, he was an
active member of many or-
ganizations, most importantly
the Association of United
Ukrainian Canadians; he was
the current Branch President.
He participated for many
years in the Trembita Ukrain-

ian Choir.
He was also President of

the Alberta Ukrainian Herit-
age Foundation.

Peter served a term on the
AUUC National Committee.

He is survived by his loving
wife Elsie, two daughters
Sheryl (Ken) and Leanne
(Chris, Tristan), four sisters
Olga, Lillie, Vera (Roy), Ve-
ronica (David) , and one
brother Victor (Olga). Our
condolences go to the family.

A full obituary will appear
in the next issue of the Ukr-
ainian Canadian Herald.

PETER HORON
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The top 1% of wealth hold-
ers now own half of all house-
hold wealth. We are repeat-
edly reminded of this truth.
What does this abstraction
mean?

Think of 100 people and 100
oranges. Give one person (the
top 1%) 50 oranges; let the
other 99 people share 50 or-
anges. That is what the ab-
straction means.

However, life is not that
kind. As  we shall learn, the
poorest 10 people have to
share less than a half an or-
ange.

As human beings, particu-
larly in parts of the world satu-
rated by information media,
We are constantly bombarded
by reports about economic
activity, be it local regional or
global. Much of the informa-
tion seems disconnected and
even contradictory; making
sense of it is not always easy,
so tools which help us organ-
ize this knowledge are very
welcome.

One such tool is provided by
Credit Suisse, which issued
the 6th edition of its Global
Wealth Report in October,
2015, offering a comprehen-
sive portrait of global wealth,
covering all regions and coun-
tries, and all parts of the
wealth spectrum.

The wealth estimates in the
report are based on the end
of June, 2015. “This year”
means 2015. In the interven-
ing time to the present, some
changes will have occurred,
but the information is substan-
tially valid.

In reading the report, some
of which is presented here,
one becomes aware of the
extent to which averages can
hide significant aspects of re-
ality. At one point, the report
speaks of the median as rep-
resenting the average. Of
course, the median is a sort of
average, as is the mean, as are
several other possible meas-
ures. It is important to know
what sort of average each
term is, if one wants to under-
stand the information.

The mean is what most peo-
ple usually call the average
(find the total and divide by the
number of cases). The me-
dian is the value right in the
middle, with half the values
higher, and half the values
lower.

  What difference does that
make?

Consider three people who
sleep eight hours a day. The
average (mean) amount they
sleep is 8 hours. This is cal-
culated as (8+8+8)/3. The
median is also 8. This is cal-
culate by lining up the num-
bers (8,8,8), and the middle
one is 8. Each one gets a rea-
sonable amount of sleep

Consider three other peo-
ple, one of whom sleeps 14
hours, one sleeps 8 hours, and
one sleeps 2 hours daily. The
average is still 8, as calculated

by (14+8+2)/3, and the me-
dian is still 8, because the
number right in the middle is
8. However, now one is sleep-
ing his life away, one may be
leading a healthy life, and one
is about to collapse from ex-
haustion.

Many other variations are
possible, which must be re-
membered when reading sta-
tistics, especially economic
reports.

In its introduction, the Glo-
bal Wealth Report notes that
today wealth is still predomi-
nantly concentrated in Europe
and the United States. How-
ever, the growth of wealth in
emerging markets has been
most impressive, including a
five-fold rise in China since
the beginning of the century.

That financial assets ac-
counted for most of the wealth
growth in China highlights the
relevance of financial mar-
kets in the creation of wealth,
but also points to short-term
vulnerabilities of wealth to fi-
nancial shocks.

In China, at the very top of
the pyramid, there are now
over 120,000 UHNWIs (ultra-
high net worth individuals),
each worth more than USD
50 million. This is 8% of all
UHNWIs in the world

While the distribution of
wealth is skewed towards the
wealthy, the considerable eco-
nomic importance of the base
and middle sections should not
be overlooked. Together,
these sections account for
USD 39 trillion in wealth, driv-
ing a significant part of de-
mand for a wide range of con-
sumer goods and financial
services.

Middle-class wealth glo-
bally  has grown at a slower
pace than wealth at the top
end. This has reversed the
pre-crisis (that is, before the
crisis of 2008) trend, which
saw the share of middle-class
wealth remaining fairly stable
over time. Wealth inequality
has widened in most countries
in the years after the 2008 cri-
sis.

Still, the middle class is ex-
pected to continue to expand
in emerging economies over-
all, with a lion’s share of that
growth to occur in Asia.

(Up to this point, and for
many more pages, the Global
Wealth Report does not de-
fine “middle class”.)

For the year to mid-2015,
the United States again led the
world with a substantial rise
in household wealth of USD
4.6 trillion. This continues a re-
markable streak since the fi-
nancial crisis, which has  seen
seven successive years of
wealth gains and new record
levels of household net worth
for the past three years.

China also posted a large
annual rise of USD 1.5 trillion.
Elsewhere, the underlying
wealth trends have been gen-
erally positive, but the gains

valued in domestic currencies
have been more than offset by
adverse exchange rate move-
ments against the US dollar.
As a consequence, total glo-
bal wealth, which would have
risen by USD 13 trillion be-
tween mid-2014 and mid-2015
if valued at constant exchange
rates, fell instead by USD
12.4 trillion.

What does that mean?
Most currencies have lost

value compared to the Ameri-
can dollar and the Chinese
yuan. Taking Canada as an
example, the value of  every
thing in Canada is lower just
because our dollar is worth
less compared to the US dol-
lar. Thus our multi-billionaires
(unless they hold their wealth
in American dollars) are
poorer, compared to American
and Chinese multi-billionaires
just because their Canadian
dollars are worth less.

At USD 250.1 trillion, total
global household wealth just
kept ahead of the USD 250
trillion threshold which was
passed for the first time in
2013. However, wealth per
adult fell by 6.2% to USD
52,400 and is now below the
level of two years ago. What
this means is that the popula-
tion grew, but the amount of
wealth did grow to the same
extent. Remember that these
are averages: most people in
the world do not have USD
52,400.

The regional
distribution of

wealth
North America and Europe

together account for 67% of
total household wealth but
contain only 18% of the adult
population. The shares of glo-
bal wealth in the two regions
have been quite similar re-
cently, with Europe’s greater
population compensating for
much higher average wealth
in North America. This is no
longer the case: the diver-
gence in growth performance
this year has propelled North
America further ahead with a
current share of 37% com-
pared to 30% for Europe.

To understand this, go back
to oranges. Of every 100 adult
people in the world, only 18
live in North America and
Europe, but they get 67 out of
every 100 oranges in the
world. The other 82 people
only get 33 oranges.

Though Europe has more of
the 18 people, North America
gets more of the 37 oranges.

In each of the other re-
gions, the share of wealth fails
to match the population share.
The deficiency is modest in
the Asia-Pacific region (ex-
cluding China and India),
where 24% of global adults
account for 18% of global
wealth; but elsewhere, the
disparity between population
and wealth is increasingly
apparent. Despite enormous

gains this century, China ac-
counts for 21% of the adult
population of the world, yet
only 9% of global wealth (21
people get only 9 oranges).
The ratio is similar for Latin
America: 8% to 3%.

However, for Africa and In-
dia, the population share ex-
ceeds the wealth share by a
factor of more than ten (per-
haps 11 people share one or-
ange).

 Winners and
losers among

countries
The United States again

tops the list of countries with
wealth rises, with an increase
of USD 4.6 trillion. This is
well below the USD 9 trillion
gained the year before, but still
substantial in the global con-
text.

Wealth also increased in
China by a significant USD
1.5 trillion and in the United
Kingdom by a more modest
USD 360 billion.

However, no other country
gained more than USD 100
billion. In contrast, wealth fell
by USD 100 billion or more in
27 countries and in excess of
USD 500 billion in nine coun-
tries.

Some of these – most no-
tably France, Germany, Italy
and Spain – were Eurozone
countries which exchange
rate fluctuations had favoured
a year ago.

Australia and Canada also
shed more than USD 1.5 tril-
lion between them and wealth
fell substantially again in Ja-
pan, this time by USD 3.5 tril-
lion.

The larger, richer countries
are better placed to absorb
these losses, especially when
they reflect exchange rate
movements which impinge lit-
tle on daily life. Expressing the
wealth changes in percentage
terms focuses attention on
smaller countries, for which
the gains and losses may have
greater significance.

The large absolute gain in
the United States translates
into a relatively modest rise of
6%, a little more than Saudi
Arabia (which is pegged to the
US dollar) but less than China,
which registered a rise of 7%.

Hong Kong SAR topped the
list by a small margin with an
increase of 8%, reflecting
solid rises in equity values and
house prices combined with a
dollar peg.

Significant percentage
losses were common this year.
Greece had adverse equity
and house price movements,
combined with a depreciating
euro. However, the resultant
17% drop in household wealth
was in the midst of many other
Eurozone countries: Austria,
Finland, France, Italy and Por-
tugal, and better than Norway,
Turkey and Brazil, none of
whose economic setbacks re-
ceived the same attention as

those of Greece.
Russia and Ukraine fared

significantly worse than any
other country, shedding
around 40% of net worth,
mainly due to adverse ex-
change rate movements.

Wealth per
adult across

countries
The report’s discussion of

wealth per adult presents  a
very interesting lesson in the
way that income disparity can
lead to misleading views of
wealth. For example, the
United States is in fourth place
in the world in average in-
come per adult, behind Swit-
zerland, New Zealand and
Australia. In terms of median
income, the income right in the
middle, the US ranks below
ten other countries, and is on
a par with Spain and Den-
mark, but ahead of Germany.

That reflects a relatively
high income disparity in the
United States.

Considering individual
wealth and wealth inequality,
the report says that, once
debts have been subtracted, a
person needed only USD
3,210 to be among the
wealthiest half of world citi-
zens in mid-2015. However,
USD 68,800 is required to be
a member of the top 10% of
global wealth holders, and
USD 759,900 to belong to the
top 1%.

The bottom half of adults
collectively own less than 1%
of total wealth, which means
that the poorest 50 of every
100 adults have less than one
of our 100 oranges to share.

The ten richest people of
every hundred have 87.7 (or
almost 88) oranges. As the
richest one has 50, the other
nine share almost 38, which is
only a bit more than 4 each.
We can see how quickly the
share available to each person
drops as we go down the pov-
erty scale.

The shares of the top 1%
and top 10% in world wealth
fell during 2000–2007, that of
the top percentile from 48.9%
to 44.8%, for example. How-
ever, the trend has reversed
since 2008 and the additional
rise this year takes the share
of the top percentile to a level
not observed since 2000 and
possibly not seen for almost a
century.

The richest person may
richer than ever, but the nine
below the richest one have not
fully recovered from their
2001-2007  losses. Cry for
them: they peeked in 2000.

India and
China

The report draws a contrast
between India and China.
Relatively few adults in China
are found in the bottom half
of the global wealth distribu-

Global Wealth Report
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Ukrainian Miscellany

In 2013 , when Vik to r
Yanukovich was president of
Ukraine, Ukraine issued a
bond to borrow $3 billion from
Russ i a . Af t e r P re s iden t
Yanukovich was deposed,
Ukraine went into an eco-
nomic downturn, and found it-
self unable to repay the loan,
as well as others, taken from
private lenders.

After reaching an agree-
ment with the private lenders,
Ukraine refused point-blank
to negotiate with Russia about
its loan. Instead, it made Rus-
sia a take it or leave it offer,
demanding that Russia accept
repayment on the same terms
as Ukraine’s commercial
lenders.

In December, the govern-
ment in Kyiv announced a
moratorium on repayment of
the $3 billion debt held by the
government of Russia.

On December 31, Ukraine
failed to repay the loan. The
Ministry of Finance of Russia
announced that it would soon
file a suit against Ukraine in
the Court of International Ar-
bitration in London.

The Court of International
Arbitration is a tribunal estab-
lished in the 19th century to
deal with international com-
mercial disputes. Its proce-
dures are generally faster and
simpler, but its laws are the
same as those of the British
High Court and its decisions
are readily converted into
High Court judgements.

Writing in Russia Insider
on January 7, Alexander
Mercouris noted that Russia
might find it easy to get a judg-
ment in its favour, but harder
to enforce the judgement.

Mr. Mercouris notes that
the IMF decision to continue

lending money to Ukraine in
spite of the default on the debt
to Russia, a Paris Club mem-
ber, is a major departure from
normal procedure, and could
have serious repercussions
for the IMF.

“... barring Western courts
from enforcing debts that take
the form of government bonds
– like the $3 billion Ukrainian
Eurobond – simply because
China or Russia are the bond-
holders, would be a radically
new departure and a very ex-
treme step,” Mr. Mercouris
writes.

“Given that government
bonds have been around since
the seventeenth century (some
say the sixteenth century) that
would be a fundamental
change in the law, with huge
implications, striking at the
very root of modern interna-
tional commercial and bank-
ing law. It would in fact be at
one and the same time a le-
galised form of mass default
and a declaration of economic
war against two of the world’s
most powerful economies.”

Therefore, it is probable
that the IMF will pressure
Ukraine to reach an agree-
ment with Russia. It is also
probable that the IMF will en-
force any judgement Russia
wins, and may even threaten
to withhold further loans to
Ukraine if Ukraine refuses to
settle.

On January 1, Deutsche
Welle at DW.com reported that
Russia has not ruled out ne-
gotiations on terms of repay-
ment. Russia’s membership in
the Paris Club provides a
framework for such negotia-
tions, which could proceed si-
multaneously with the court
action.

Ukraine Defaults on Loan

Writing in Consortium
News on January 6, 2016,
Rober t Par ry noted tha t
Ukraine’s Gross Domestic
Product (a measure of the
economy) has fallen in every
quarter since the February 22,
2014, putsch that deposed
elected President Viktor
Yanukovich. Since then, the
average Ukrainian also has
faced economic “reforms”,
austerity measures to slash
pensions, energy subsidies and
other social programs, as de-
manded by the International
Monetary Fund.

He noted that the hard lives
of most Ukrainians have
gotten significantly harder,
while the elites continue to
skim off whatever cream is
left, including access to bil-
lions of dollars in the West’s
foreign assistance that is
keeping the economy afloat.

In the article which re-
ferred to a visit to Ukraine by
US Vice-President Joe Biden,
Mr. Parry reported that Mr.
Biden delivered an appeal for
Ukraine’s parliament to con-
tinue implementing IMF re-
forms, including demands that
old people work longer into
their old age.

As reported, Mr. Biden
said:

“For Ukraine to continue to
make progress and to keep the

support of the international
community you have to do
more, as well. The big part of
moving forward with your
IMF program — it requires
difficult reforms. And they
are difficult.

“Let me say parenthetically
here, all the experts from our
State Department and all the
think tanks, and they come
and tell you, that you know
what you should do is you
should deal with pensions. You
should deal with — as if it’s
easy to do. Hell, we’re hav-
ing trouble in America dealing
with it .  We’re having
trouble. To vote to raise the
pension age is to write your
political obituary in many
places.

“Don’t misunderstand that
those of us who serve in other
democratic institutions don’t
understand how hard the con-
ditions are, how difficult it is
to cast some of the votes to
meet the obligations commit-
ted to under the IMF. It re-
quires sacrifices that might
not be politically expedient or
popular. But they’re critical to
putting Ukraine on the path to
a future that is economically
secure. And I urge you to stay
the course as hard as it is. 

“Ukraine needs a budget
that’s consistent with your
IMF commitments.”

VP Biden Sells Austerity

According to an article by
Mikhail Molchanov in Russia
Direct on January 7, corrup-
tion in Ukraine has actually
worsened since the departure
of the notoriously corrupt
President Viktor Yanukovich,
who was ousted as a result of
the Euromaidan revolution.

That information should not
come as a surprise to anyone.
What is interesting in his arti-
cle is the evidence presented
by Dr. Molchanov, professor
and former chair of the De-
partment of Political Science
at St. Thomas University in
Canada.

He reports that Transpar-
ency International ranked
Ukraine 134 out of 178 coun-

tries in Viktor Yanukovich’s
first year as president, 2010,
20 positions higher than Rus-
sia in its Corruption Percep-
tion indices. However, in
Petro Poroshenko’s first year
in  office, 2014, Ukraine
ranked 142, which was on a
par with Uganda, 6 positions
lower than Russia and 23 po-
sitions lower than Belarus.

According to Transparency
International, Ukraine is now
the most corrupt country in
Europe. The European Union
demands that Kiev intensify
its fight against corruption and
institute a special anti-corrup-
tion prosecution bureau before
the coveted visa-free regime
with Europe is implemented.

Most Corrupt in Europe

On December 29, Ukraine
Today reported that hundreds
of “agrarian workers” had
demonstrated outside parlia-
ment on December 24 in an
unsuccessful effort stop pas-
sage of the new budget which
increased the weight of the
Value Added Tax on agricul-
ture.

The previous day, Decem-
ber 28, several agencies, in-
cluding Agravery.com and
TASS, reported that Ukrain-
ian farmers had blocked roads
in five regions – Mykolayiv,
Ternopil, Kyiv, Khmelnytsky
and Chernivtsi, including the
highway connecting Kyiv to
Odessa – to protest tax hikes
and changes to taxation ar-
rangements.

The protests  were initiated
by the Ukrainian Agrarian
Council, which appealed to
President Petro Poroshenko
for a veto of amendments to
the Tax Code adopted by the
Verkhovna Rada.

Farmers’ Protests

On January 6, Ukraine To-
day carried a report on the
rate of inflation in Ukraine.
Drawing on new figures from
the state statistics office, the
publication reported that infla-
tion in Ukraine reached a 20-
year high of 43.3% in 2015,
representing an increase of
nearly 20% on the figure of
24.9% in 2014.

Items which saw the big-
gest jumps include gas (which
rose in price 400%), hot wa-
ter and heating (whose prices
increased by nearly 80%), and
vegetables (which were al-
most 70% more expensive in
2015 than they were in 2014).

In annual terms, no item
decreased in price between
2014 and 2015.

Ukraine’s state statistics
service says the figures do not
include the Crimean peninsula
nor those parts of the Donetsk
and Luhansk regions of east-
ern Ukraine which are occu-
pied by Russian-backed anti-
government militants.

Record
Inflation

The changes in law reduced
the portion of the VAT trans-
ferred to farmers, and it al-
most doubled the tax on arable
land, pastures, hayfields, per-
ennials and water used in irri-
gation.

According to protesters, the
new arrangement  deprives
small and medium farmers and
their associations and coop-
eratives of the possibility of
prompt and full receipt of VAT
refunds on exports of products
other than grain and industrial
crops. It also preserves op-
portunities for extortion and
corruption in the registry.

“Today, Ukrainian farmers
are almost devoid of any
mechanisms of state support,“
a spokesman for the Ukrain-
ian Agrarian Board is reported
to have said. “This law will
bankrupt many farms. The
agricultural industry employs
millions of people and exports
of agricultural products pro-
vide 30 per cent of foreign
exchange earnings to the
country. Destruction of farm-
ers means not only the loss of
jobs and export earnings but
also it will destroy the Ukrain-
ian village....”

Protest organizers apolo-
gized to all Ukrainian drivers
for the inconvenience during
protests. It said blocking the
traffic on roads in Ukraine is
a desperate step because all
other attempts at dialogue
with the government ended in
nothing.

To permit them to take al-
ternate routes, drivers were
informed where the road block
would be.

The Ukrainian Canadian
Herald has in the past noted
the difficulties the government
in Kyiv was having in its ef-
forts to conscript recruits into
its armed forces. However,
the situation described below
exceeds our wildest imagina-
tion.

According to the web site
Timer-Odessa.net, reporting
on December 29, 2015, dur-
ing the autumn of 2015, the
army recruitment office for
the Reni district of Odessa
Region found only one induc-

tee. This information was at-
tributed to Sergey Lazarev,
the department head for mili-
tary enlistment in the area.

“According to the conscrip-
tion plan for the Ukrainian
military, the Reni district
should have contributed ten
conscripts suitable for enlist-
ment into military service.
However, there was only one
inductee. That is, the plan was
met by ten per cent only,” Mr.
Lazarev reported.

“When contacting candi-
dates or their relatives, re-

cruiters find that people are not
at home or they do not open
their door,” said Mr. Lazarev.
“Due to the difficult financial
situation, many citizens of
military age have gone to
work outside the region and
even the country.”

The official added that his
military enlistment office had
asked police to assist in the
search for 414 citizens called
up for military service, but not
one has been found and de-
livered to the military commis-
sariat.

The problem is being dis-
cussed at the board of the dis-
trict administration in Reni.

“People on military service
are unable to work or study,”
noted the head of the district,
Sergei Belyuk.

The spring, 2016, military
call-up is projecting 195 young
residents from Reni district.

Recruitment Problems

Why Not Renew
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tion, meaning that  few Chi-
nese people are among the
poorest in the world.

However, Chinese people
dominate the upper-middle
section., accounting for 43%
of worldwide membership of
deciles 6–8 (the upper middle
class of wealth holders). That
represents a growth of aver-
age wealth, combined with a
growing, but still relatively low,
wealth inequality.

China now has more peo-
ple in the top 10% of global
wealth holders than any other
country except for the United
States and Japan. It has more
people in the top 10% than
France, Germany, Italy and
the United Kingdom.

In contrast, residents of In-
dia are heavily among the
poorest, accounting for over a
quarter of people in the bot-
tom half of the distribution.
However, wealth inequality is
very high, so India has a sig-
nificant number of members
in the top wealth echelons.

Residents of high-income
Asian  countries, such as
Hong Kong SAR, Japan and
Singapore, are heavily con-
centrated at the top end: half
of all adults in high-income
Asian countries are in the top
global wealth decile (which
means that half of the adults
in those countries are among
the richest people in the world.

In contrast, inhabitants of
lower-income countries in
Asia, such as Bangladesh, In-
donesia, Pakistan and Viet-
nam, tend to be found lower
down in the wealth distribu-
tion. In fact, when high-in-
come countries are excluded
from  the Asia-Pacific group,
the wealth pattern within the
remaining countries resembles
that of India.

These poorer Asian coun-
tries and India, together, ac-
count for half of the world’s
poorest people.

Africa is even more con-
centrated in the bottom end of
the wealth spectrum: more
than 40% of African adults
belong to the two lowest glo-
bal wealth deciles. At the
same time, wealth inequality
is so high in Africa that some
individuals are found among
the top global wealth decile,
and even among the top per-
centile.

North America and Europe
also contribute many mem-
bers to the bottom wealth
decile, a reflection of the
greater ease with which indi-
viduals – especially younger
individuals – can acquire debt
in these regions.

Summary
In a sort of summary sec-

tion, the report concludes: The
United States again led the
world in wealth advancement,
aided by China which added
USD 1.8 trillion to the stock

of global financial assets.
The top ten countries in the

wealth-per-adult league in-
clude many smaller, dynamic
economies – Belgium, New
Zealand, Norway, Singapore,
Sweden and Switzerland – as
well as Australia, France, the
United Kingdom and the
United States.

Notable cases of emerging
wealth are found in Chile, the
Czech Republic, Lebanon,
Slovenia and Uruguay, while
“frontier” wealth is evident in
Ecuador, Egypt, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Thailand and Tuni-
sia.

For a number of reasons,
wealth varies greatly across
individuals. Estimates suggest
that the lower half of the glo-
bal population collectively own
less than 1% of global wealth,
while the richest 10% of
adults own 88% of all wealth
and the top 1% account for
half of all assets in the world.

(This repeats the informa-
tion that the richest person of
every hundred owns 50 of our
100 oranges, and the next 9
own another 38 oranges, while
the poorest 50 people have
only one orange to share.

The trend in recent years
has been towards increasing
inequality, propelled in part by
the rising share of financial
assets, which are dispropor-
tionately held by the more
wealthy individuals. (What
this means is that inequality is
growing: the richest are grow-
ing richer, and the poor are
relatively poorer.)

About
Millionaires

One of the surprises when
talking about millionaires is
that there are millions of them.
Another surprise, because we
seldom think about it, is that a
couple of million or so million-
aires come and go every year.

After the financial crisis of
2007-2008, in all regions ex-
cept Europe, there are more
millionaires than there were
before the crisis.

North America started the
century with half of all the
world’s millionaires, more
than double the number in
Europe. The number of mil-
lionaires grew much faster in
Europe up to 2009, so that the
numbers were almost identi-
cal in the two regions in 2009.
Then North America surged
ahead and has re-established
a commanding lead. As in the
year 2000, North America
now has half of all the million-
aires in the world; and far
more than Europe has.

China, Africa and India, all
began the millennium with be-
tween 30,000 and 45,000 mil-
lionaire numbers. Numbers in
these three regions have since
grown significantly faster than
the global average: by a fac-
tor of four in Africa to 126,000,

and by a factor of six in India
to 185,000. However,  China
now has 1.3 million million-
aires, ten times the number in
the whole of Africa.

In 2014, it was reported that
robust underlying wealth
growth, combined with cur-
rency appreciation, combined
to add almost four million more
millionaires, with the United
States accounting for 1.6 mil-
lion new members and the
Eurozone for another 850,000.

Underlying growth was not
so different in 2015, but ex-
change rate swings have re-
duced the number of million-
aires by  2.4 million.

Japan (down 680,000) reg-
istering the greatest loss for a
single country.

However, Europe was the
region which lost most mem-
bers (down 2 million), includ-
ing 1.5 million from the four
largest Eurozone countries:
France (down 630,000), Ger-
many (down 390,000), Italy
(down 380,000) and Spain
(down 90,000).

Australia and Canada also
shed 410,000 millionaires be-
tween them.

Not everyone lost million-
aires. The United States (up
900,000) added by far the
largest number of any coun-
try, although in percentage
terms China (up 150,000) did
better.

While the number of mil-
lionaires has risen quickly,
median wealth has stagnated
since the financial crisis. That
is another way of saying that
the rich are getting richer and
the poor are not (getting
richer, that is)..

Of every 100 millionaires in
the world, 46 are Americans.

The Man in the
Middle

Median wealth refers to the
circumstances of the person
right on the middle of wealth.
An increase in median wealth
may mean an over-all im-
provement in wealth, but that
is not necessarily the case.

Although Asia-Pacific and
Europe contain the countries
with the highest median
wealth, North America leads
the regional ranking by a huge
margin. Median wealth in
North America is currently
about four times the level in
Europe, eight times the level
in China and almost 100 times
the level in Africa.

Global median wealth per
adult rose continuously during
the early years of the century,
doubling in value from USD
1,700 in 2000 to USD 4,200 in
2007, before dropping to USD
3,300 in 2008.

It recovered briefly, but fell
year-on-year from 2010 on-
wards down to USD 3,200,
below the low point recorded
after the financial crisis.

That means that the man
(or woman) in the middle is
worse off now than during the
financial crisis, and far worse

than just before the crisis.
Part of the decline is due

to adverse exchange rate
movements, but rising inequal-
ity is the principal reason why
the global trend in median
wealth has not followed the
path of mean wealth per adult.

Again, that is another way
of saying that the rich are get-
ting richer, etc.

Up to the financial crisis,
the trend within each  region
broadly echoed the global pat-
tern, although the rise was
notably faster in Europe,
aided by currency apprecia-
tion versus the US dollar.

Most regions have also fol-
lowed the global trend down-
wards since 2010 and median
wealth is now close to the
value recorded a decade ago.
The two exception to this drop
in median income are China
and North America, where
median incomes have risen
more or less continuously
since 2008, and where the lev-
els achieved during the past
three years are significantly
above the pre-crisis peak val-
ues.

Global trends
in household

wealth
This chapter in the report

examines how household
wealth and its components
have changed over time.

Total household wealth has
doubled this century in the
world as a whole, and wealth
has roughly doubled – or more
than doubled – in every single
region apart from Asia-Pa-
cific, where the subdued per-
formance of Japan has pre-
v e n t e d t h e r e g i o n f r o m
matching the global standard.

Remember again that the
rich are getting richer, but not
the rest of us, so all this extra
wealth has gone to them.

Exchange rate movements
sometimes obscure events,
but the underlying trend indi-
cates that net worth has
grown every year this century,
except for the financial crisis
period 2007–2008.

Annual changes in wealth
inequality changed direction in
2007–2008, switching from a
falling to a rising trend. (That
is, income inequality was go-
ing down, but has grown since
the economic crisis of 2007-
2008.)

The global wealth picture
has been significantly affected
recently by fluctuations in ex-
change rates.  A year ago
widespread apprecia t ion
against the US dollar contrib-
uted to the record rise in
household wealth. This year
the dollar rebounded and,
when valued in current USD,
net worth fell in every region
except China and Nor th
America.

Total global wealth de-
creased by USD 12.4 trillion
to USD 250.1 trillion, the first
decline since the economic

crisis in 2007–2008.
However, a different pic-

ture emerges if exchange rate
fluctuations are factored out.
Using constant exchange
rates, growth during the past
year is in line with the aver-
age rise experienced since
2000.

Exceptional
progress of

China
Since 2000, wealth in China

has grown almost fivefold.
Wealth has also grown much
faster than average in India,
even correcting for population
growth.

China leads overall, the only
country this century to grow
faster than 5% p.a.

Malaysia did almost as well
and, l ike China, appears
among the top ten performers
in both 2000–2005 and 2005–
2010, although it has dropped
to among the ten worst per-
formers since 2010.

Russia did likewise, but
fluctuated even more wildly,
achieving the highest real
wealth growth of any country
in the period up to 2010, and
then recording the second
highest rate of real wealth
loss. Even so, it places sixth
overall in real wealth gains
this century.

Wealth growth in India and
Africa was not far behind
China during 2000–2005, but
China increased its lead from
2005 to 2010. This is surpris-
ing because China suffered
disproportionately during
2007–2008.  However, China
bounced back immediately
afterwards and continued
gaining ground year-on-year.

Equally importantly, its cur-
rency link with the US dollar
means that its performance
was not unduly affected by
currency movements.

This contrasts sharply with
Africa and India, where de-
preciating currencies have
offset underlying wealth
growth since 2010.

While wealth growth in Af-
rica appears faster than for
the world as a whole, the ex-
cess is entirely due to higher
population growth.

Latin America and the
Asia-Pacific region (exclud-
ing China and India) have also
recorded losses since 2010
when wealth is valued in cur-
rent US dollars.

Equally troubling is the
downward trend of wealth
growth for the world as a
whole and for Europe in par-
ticular.

North America is the only
region for which weal th
growth displays no downward
trend over time; but it is also
the region which suffered
most during the crisis years,
so its recent performance may
simply reflect greater oppor-
tunities to recover.

Japan’s inclusion in the
worst performers’ list is due
to poor results in 2000-2005.

(Continued from Page 8.)
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WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THESE CONTRIBU-
TIONS AND THANK THE DONORS FOR THEIR GENEROS-
ITY. IF YOUR DONATION HAS NOT APPEARED ON THE
PAGES OF THE “UCH”, WATCH FOR IT IN FUTURE
ISSUES.

Sustaining Fund
Donations

Who, What, When, Where
Regina — Concert-Recital featuring 125 performers

from the AUUC Poltava School of Ukrainian Performing
Arts and the Poltava Ensemble of Song, Music and Dance,
will be staged on Saturday, February 6, at the Regina
Performing Arts Centre (RPAC), 1077 Angus at 4th Av-
enue. For  tickets call the RPAC Box Office at (306) 779 -
2277.

* * *
Winnipeg — The Winnipeg Mandolin Orchestra of the

AUUC will perform at the Ukrainian Labour Temple, 591
Pritchard Avenue (corner of Pritchard and MacGregor) at
7:15 p..m. on Saturday, March 12, and 2:15 p.m. on Sun-
day, March 13.

These are pre-concerts for “Nortendluvsongs” by
Camerata Nova at 8:00 p.m. on Saturday and 3:00 p.m. on
Sunday, billed as a true celebration of the North End with
Ukrainian, Aboriginal, Filipino, Jewish, Russian, Scottish and
Polish music, ranging from glorious Ukrainian choral concer-
tos to songs in praise of curling, hockey and perogies! Con-
ducted by Mel Braun, the concert will feature guest artists
and storytellers, including poet Katherena Vermette, com-
poser/actor Danny Schur, guitarist/composer Vince Fontaine,
a klezmer group featuring Daniel Koulack, and children string
players from the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra’s Sistema
Winnipeg program.

* * *
Toronto — AUUC Toronto Branch will host Love

and Laughter at the AUUC Cultural Centre, 1604 Bloor
Street West, starting at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, February 14.
Among the planned activities are a joke contest. Admission:
$10.00/person.

* * *
Readers of the Ukrainian Canadian Herald are in-

vited to submit items of interest to the progressive
Ukrainian Canadian community for free listing in this
column. The deadline for material is the 10th of the
month preceding the month of publication.

Happy
Birthday,
Friends!

The Edmonton AUUC
S e n i o r C i t i z e n s ’ C l u b
wishes a happy birthday to the
celebrants of February and
March:

Lucy Antoniw
Clarence Capowski

Fanny Hruschak

May you have good health,
happiness and a daily sense of
accomplishment as you go
through life.

The Toronto Senior Citi-
zens Club extends best birth-
day wishes to February and
March celebrants:

Patricia Dzatko
Alexandra Tomaszewski

May good health and hap-
piness be yours in the coming
year!

The Vancouver Seniors
Club wishes the best of health
and happiness in the coming
year to February and March
celebrants:

Margaret Hallstrom
Dianna Kleparchuk

Leona Levchuk
Dora Stewart

Enjoy your day with family
and friends!

The Welland Shevchenko
Seniors extend a happy birth-
day wish to February and
March  celebrants:

Margaret Card
Joy Edwards

Bill Lukan
Wanda Lukan
Olga Young

May the coming year bring
you all the best in health and
happiness!

— Photo: George BorusiewichJoKe TiMe

AUUC NATIONAL OFFICE
National Executive Committee AUUC
595 Pritchard Avenue
Winnipeg MB  R2W 2K4
Phone: 800-856-8242 Fax: (204) 589-3404
E-mail: mail@auuckobzar.net Web site: auuc.ca

VANCOUVER BRANCH
Ukrainian Cultural Centre
805 East Pender Street
Vancouver BC V6A 1V9
Phone: (604) 254-3436 Fax: (604) 254-3436
E-mail: auucvancouver@telus.net
Website: www.auucvancouver.ca

CALGARY BRANCH
Ukrainian Cultural Centre
3316-28 Avenue SW
Calgary AB T3E 0R8
Phone: (403) 246-1231 
E-mail: calauuc@telus.net

EDMONTON BRANCH
Ukrainian Centre
11018-97 Street
Edmonton AB T5H 2M9
Phone: (780) 424-2037 Fax: (780) 424-2013
E-mail:auucedm@telus.net

VEGREVILLE BRANCH
c/o Lil Humeniuk
Box 481
Vegreville AB  T9C 1R6
Phone: (780) 632-3021

REGINA BRANCH
Ukrainian Cultural Centre
1809 Toronto Street
Regina SK S4P 1M7
Phone: (306) 522-1188 Web site: www.poltava.ca

WINNIPEG BRANCH
Ukrainian Labour Temple
591 Pritchard Avenue
Winnipeg MB R2W 2K4 ult-wpg.ca
Phone: (204) 582-9269 Fax: 589-3404

OTTAWA BRANCH
c/o Robert Seychuk
24 Attwood Crescent
Ottawa ON K2E 5A9
Phone: (613) 228-0990

TORONTO BRANCH
AUUC Cultural Centre
1604 Bloor Street West
Toronto ON M6P 1A7
Phone: (416) 588-1639 Fax: 588-9180
auuctorontobranch@gmail.com

WELLAND BRANCH
Ukrainian Labour Temple
342 Ontario Road
Welland ON L3B 5C5
Phone: (905) 732-5656

Join the AUUC community! Each
Branch has a unique schedule of
events and activities. To discover what
we have to offer, contact the AUUC in
your area:

JOIN US!

AUUC Vancouver Branch, Vancouver BC
Graciously donated to help with the
continuation of the “UCH”.......................... $500.00

Edmonton Branch Seniors, Edmonton AB ........... 250.00
Bob Kisilevich, Edmonton AB .............................. 100.00
B & N Martin, Calgary AB .................................... 75.00
Anne Koivu, Chelmsford ON .................................. 70.00
Sophie Nemis, Winnipeg MB .................................. 70.00
Dianna & Larry Kleparchuk, Vancouver BC ....... 65.00

Sherlock Holmes and Dr.
Watson went on a camping
trip. As they lay down for the
night, Holmes said, “Watson,
look up into the sky and tell
me what you see.”

Watson answered, “I see
millions and millions of stars.”

“And what does that tell
you?” Holmes asked

Watson replied, “Astro-
nomically, it tells me that there
are millions of galaxies and
potentially billions of planets.

Theologically, it tells me that
God is great and that we are
small and insignificant. Mete-
orologically, it tells me that we
will have a beautiful day to-
morrow. What does it tell
you?”

Holmes observed, “Some-
body stole our tent.”

* * *
Two confirmed bachelors

were sitting and talking. Their
conversation drifted from poli-
tics to cooking. “I got a cook-
book once,” said the first, “but
I could never do anything with
it.”

“Too much fancy cook-
ing?” asked the second.

“You said it. Every one of
the recipes began the same
way – ‘Take a clean dish
and...’”

* * *

A young man asked an old
rich man how he made his
money. The old guy fingered
his expensive wool vest and
said, “Well, son, it was 1932.
The depth of the Great De-
pression. I was down to my
last nickel.

“I invested that nickel in an
apple. I spent the entire day
polishing the apple and, at the
end of the day, I sold the ap-
ple for ten cents.

“The next morning, I in-
vested those ten cents in two
apples. I spent the entire day
polishing them and sold them
at 5:00 pm for 20 cents. I con-
tinued this system for a month,
by the end of which I’d accu-
mulated a fortune of $9.80.

“Then my wife’s father
died and left us two million
dollars.”
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was eventually permitted to
purchase 6.4 acres of land at
$1 per acre for each mile of
track, which soon became the
amount allotted to the numer-
ous colonization railways cre-
ated to open the prairies.

Ultimately controlled by the
CPR, the Manitoba South-
western was able to gain con-
trol of 1.4 million acres of land
in southwestern Manitoba.

Numerous other coloniza-
tion railways were to arise:
The Great Northwest Central,
the Saskatchewan and West-
ern, the Alberta Railway and
Coa l Company, and the
Northwest Coal and Naviga-
tion Company. Either in whole
or in part these colonization
railways came under the con-
trol of the CPR, and added to
its land holdings.

By December 31, 1937, the
CPR reported that it had con-
trolled and sold just over 20
million acres of land, 16 mil-
lion of which was the grant it
had received for building the
main line through the west.

If one superimposes a map
of the rail network the CPR
constructed and the land
grants it received over a cor-
responding map of the terri-
tories traditional to the First
Nations what is immediately
apparent is the extent to which
this land grab diminished the
land rights of First Nations.

The arrival of thousands of
immigrants, the pressure from
settlers, the railways, and
town-site developers all put
enormous pressure on the
First Nations and the lands
they acquired under the trea-
ties. With no adequate econ-
omy to support the bands on
the reserves, it was an option
to sell off these so-called
empty reserve lands.

For example, of land allot-
ted by Treaty 4 in southern
Saskatchewan, 270,000 of

520,000 acres were sold by
1928.

The Blackfoot reserve east
of Calgary sold 125,000 acres
to provide a trust fund to guar-
antee a social security system,
weekly food rations, medical
care, housing and farm equip-
ment.

By the end of the nine-
teenth century, the autono-
mous First Nations of only 40
years earlier were confined to
reservations across the prai-
ries, a small portion of the land
that they had previously used
for thousands of years to sup-
port their way of life. Around
them was a land boom for rail-
ways and land companies,
farming and town economies,
and the exploitation of re-
sources.

Thus we have the role as-
signed to the immigrants – to

(Continued from Page 5.)

125th Anniversary occupy the land that was the
previously that of the First Na-
tions.

O.T. Martynowych de-
scribes the transformation of
the west, and who benefited,
this way:  “…between 1870
and 1920 the Canadian prai-
ries were transformed from a
sparsely populated fur trading
region into one of the world’s
major grain exporting agricul-
tural regions. This transforma-
tion had benefited eastern Ca-
nadian commercial capitalists
and industrialists more than it
had benefited the Native
population or the homestead-
ers recruited to farm the Prai-
ries. From the outset, Prairie
society was a colony within a
colony, a hinterland subordi-
nated to the interests of a co-
lonial elite, which was itself
subservient to a metropolitan
e l i t e i n B r i t a i n . ” ( O . T.
Martynowych, The Ukrain-
ian Bloc Settlement in East

Central Alberta 1890 –
1930: A History . Historic
Sites Services, Occasional
Paper No. 10, March, 1985)

The Unresolved Ques-
tion

The first wave of Ukrain-
ian immigrants were injected
into the unequal union of the
Canadian colonial project. It
undoubtedly shaped their ex-
perience, and lasts to this day
as part of the history of
Ukrainian immigration to
Canada. As we have seen, it
plays a role in the on-going
analysis of Ukrainian Cana-
dian history in Canada.

Those first immigrants
were themselves to experi-
ence the limits of Canadian
democracy. During World
War I, Ukrainian immigrants
coming for the Austro-Hun-
garian empire were consid-
ered enemy aliens and sub-

jected to internment, deporta-
tion, loss of property, compul-
sory reporting and other re-
strictive measures.

As we commemorate this
125th anniversary of Ukrain-
ian settlement in Canada, it is
important that we also recog-
nize all the conditions and cir-
cumstances which surround
that event. The history of the
first immigrants to the west is
entwined with what happened
to First Nations.

As we move forward into
the 21st Century, the unequal
union with First Nations re-
mains an issue that demands
resolution. First Nations have
increased their activity on this
front with movements such as
Idle No More. Present day
political thought and social
action of the Ukrainian Cana-
dian community is conditioned
by many factors not the least
of which is the understanding
of this history.

In the article “North-West
Rebellion” the Canadian En-
cyclopedia (on-line edition)
tells us that:

“By the late 1870s, the
proud Plains tribes of the
West — the Cree, Blackfoot,
Blood, Peigan, and Saulteaux
— were facing disaster: The
great bison herds had disap-
peared, pushing people to
near starvation; much of their
land had also been signed
away in treaties, and they
were now seeing towns, farm
fences and railways appear-
ing on the once wild and ex-
pansive prairies. In 1880,
Cree chief Big Bear, and
Crowfoot, leading chief of the
Blackfoot, founded an Abo-
riginal confederacy to try to
solve their people’s griev-
ances.”

The article also tells us that:
“.... the Métis people ... had

grievances of their own. Their

old life as fur traders and car-
riers for the Hudson’s Bay
Company was disappearing,
along with the bison on which
they too depended. They were
also waiting ... for reassur-
ance that title to their river-
lot homesteads and farms
would be guaranteed.”

Furthermore, “White set-
tlers in Saskatchewan who
had purchased land expecting
that the Canadian Pacific
Railway line would run north-
west from Winnipeg to Ed-
monton learned ... in 1882 that
the CPR would now go fur-
ther south. Poor harvests in
1883 and 1884 added to their
problems, along with an un-
sympathetic Dominion gov-
ernment back East.”

Again according to the en-
cyclopedia, “In the summer ...
of 1884, Louis Riel (came) ...
back to Canada from exile in
the United States. ..”

After a series of unproduc-
tive political approaches to the
Conservative government
headed by  Prime Minister
John A. Macdonald, in 1985,
“On 18 and 19 March, an
armed force of Métis formed
a provisional government,
seized the parish church at
Batoche, and demanded the
surrender of the nearby Hud-
son’s Bay Company post at
Fort Carlton.”

The North-West Rebellion
was under way.

“The last shots of the re-
bellion,” the encyclopedia tells
us, “were fired on 3 June
(1985) at Loon Lake ... where
a few mounted men under
NWMP Superintendent Sam
Steele skirmished with the re-
treating Frog Lake Cree.”

The encyclopedia notes
that:

“The rebellion had not been
a concerted effort by all
groups in the North-West.
Even most Métis communities
stayed out of the fighting. The

people of the South Branch
communities of the Saskatch-
ewan River valley, centered
(sic) at Batoche, had been the
principal combatants. The
Plains Cree of Big Bear’s
band had participated, but the
neighbouring Woods Cree had
not. Some Cree from the
Batoche area fought with the
Métis, as did Dakota warriors
from a
r e s e r v e f r o m s o u t h o f
present-day Saskatoon. The
Blackfoot had remained neu-
tral, the Blood refusing to
abandon their traditional ani-
mosity towards the Cree.

“Meanwhile, almost every
settler had rallied to the gov-
ernment cause, despite the
fact that their vocal anti-gov-
ernment agitation before the
shooting started had helped to
create the environment that
made the rebellion possible.”

The encyclopedia remarks
that:

“The rebellion had profound
effects on Western Canada.
It was the climax of the fed-
eral government’s efforts to
control the Aboriginal com-
munities as well as the settler
population of the West. Abo-
riginal persons who had
thought themselves oppressed
after the treaties of the 1870s
became subjugated and ad-
ministered people.”

With the defeat of the
North-West Rebellion, the
Canadian state secured its
dominance over the Prairies,
and as a result of the conflict
the completion of the railroad
was hastened.

But the victory was not
without cost. The conflict left
a disaffected Métis population
in the west, confined Aborigi-
nal people to shrinking reser-
vations, left the white settlers
dissatisfied with the indiffer-
ence of the government of
Canada, and added to the ani-
mosity between French Cana-

The North-West Rebellion dians (particularly in Quebec)
and the rest of Canada.

One of the repress ive
measures applied on the prai-
ries as the rebellion grew was
recently documented in the
film called The Pass System,
by director Alex Williams, as
reported in the Toronto Star
on January 10.

This was a requirement im-
posed by the government in
1985, without the basis in law
represented by Parliamentary
approval, which forbade First
Nations on the Prairies to
leave their reserves unless
they had the signature of the
local Indian agent on a permis-
sion slip issued by the Depart-
ment of Indian Affairs. This
“temporary” measure re-
mained in place for almost 60
years, until it was officially
lifted in June, 1941.

Even after the official end
of the policy, as remembered
by First Nations people, re-
strictions on movement con-
tinued for years.

Like many of the measures
passed by Ottawa over the
years, enforcement was local
and, therefore, inconsistent.
Local agents decided whether
to issue the permit, so their in-
dividual preferences (or preju-
dices) determined who could
and who could not travel.

In addition, enforcement of
the rule was not always easy,
and the North-West Mounted
Police were not always co-
operative about enforcing a
rule that was not based on law.

That was the situation on
the prairies as Ukrainian set-
tlers started to arrive in grow-
ing numbers as part of the plan
of the government of Canada
to establish its claim to the
land and its riches against the
threat of American expansion-
ism.

In the next issue of the
“UCH” there will be an arti-
cle discussing the first wave
of Ukrainian immigration to
Canada, from September
1891 to the break caused by
World War I.
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